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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) An information distribution system for use in a system in which a user 
device is in communication with a plurality of provider systems including at least first and second 
provider systems, each provider system being operable to process a transaction initiated by the user 
device, each transaction comprising a provision of information to a provider system by the user 
device, th e information provid e d for a transaction with th e first provider system comprising a first 
component of information which is also us e ful for a transaction with the second provid e r system^ 
the information distribution system comprising: 

an interface which receives the information provided by the user device; 

a database, in communication with the interface, in which the received information is stored; 

and 

an information manager in communication with the database and the plurality of provider 
systems which is operable toi 

identify components of information usable by the first provider system or by the 
second provider system in performing a transaction; 

determine which of the components of information are related: 

upon determining that certain of the components of information are related, group the 
related components of information into checkout objects: 

evaluate the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects that should 
be transmitted to only the first provider system, a second set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to only the second provider system, and a third set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to both the first provider system and the second provider system; and 

transmit the first set of checkout objects to the first provider system, the second set of 
checkout objects to the second provider system, and the third set of checkout objects to the first 
provider system and the second provider system identify th e first componont of information from 
among th e information provided by the user d e vic e and provide th e first compon e nt of information 
to th e first and s e cond provider systems . 
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2. (Previously Presented) The information distribution system according to claim 1, wherein 
the interface is a network interface coupled to a network including one or more clients. 

3. (Previously Presented) The information distribution system according to claim 1, wherein 
the database is a relational database (RDBMS). 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The information distribution system according to claim 1 , wherein at 
least one of the first components of information comprises a plurality of data fields provided by the 
user device. 

6. (Currently Amended) A In a system in which a user device is in communication with a 
plurality of provider systems including at least first and second provider systems, each provider 
system being operable to process a transaction initiated by the user device, each transaction 
comprising a provision of information by the user device, th e information provided for a transaction 
with the first provider system comprising a first component of information which is also useful for a 
transaction with the second provider system, a method for sharing information among provider 
systems, comprising acts of : 

(A) receiving the information provided by the user device; 

(B) storing the information; 

(C) identifying components of information usable by the first provider system or bv the 
second provider system i n performing a transaction: identifying the firrt cnmpnnnnt nf infnrmnt;^ 
from among the information provided by the user devic e ; and 

(D) determining which of the components of information are related: p roviding the first 
component of information to both the first and s e cond provider systems 

(E) upon determining that certain of the components of information are related, group ing the 
related components of information into checkout objects: 
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(F) evaluating the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to only the first provider system, a second set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to only the second provider system, and a third set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to both the first provider system and the second provider system: and 

(G) transmitting the first set of checkout objects to the first provider system, the second set 
of checkout objects to the second provider system, and the third set of checkout objects to the first 
provider system and the second provider system . 

7. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 6, wherein the act (A) further 
comprises receiving the information over a communication network. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 6, wherein the act (B) further 
includes storing the information in a database. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein at least one of the first 
components of information comprises a plurality of data fields provided by the user device. 

11-24. (Withdrawn) 

•J4 25. (Currently Amended) At least one computer-readable medium having instructions encoded 
thereon, which instructions, when executed in a system in which a user device is in communication 
with a plurality of provider systems including at least first and second provider systems, each 
provider system being operable to process a transaction initiated by the user device, each transaction 
comprising a provision of information by the user device, th e information provided for a transaction 
with th e first provider syst e m comprising a first compon e nt of information which is also useful for a 
transaction with the second provider syst e m, a method for sharing information among provider 
systems, perform a method comprising acts of : 
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(A) receiving the information provided by the user device; 

(B) storing the information; 

(C) identifying components of information usable by the first provider system or by the 
second provider syste m in performing a transaction: identifying th o firnt cnmpnnnnt r>f infnrmntin n 
from among the information provided by the user d e vic e ; and 

(D) determining which of the components of information are related: p roviding tho first 
compon e nt of information to both the first and s e cond provider syst e ms 

(E) upon det ermining that certain of the components of information are related, grouping the 
related components of information into checkout objects: 

(F) evaluating the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to only the first provider system, a second set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to only the second provider system, and a third set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitte d to both the first provider system and the second provider system: and 

(G) transmitting the first s et of checkout objects to the first provider system, the second set 
of checkout objects to the second provider system, and the third set of checkout objects to the first 
provider system and the second provider system . 

42 26. ( Currently Amended) The at least one computer-readable medium according to claim 44 25, 
wherein the act (A) further comprises receiving the information over a communication network. 

43- 27. ( Currently Amended) The at least one computer-readable medium according to claim 44- 25, 
wherein the act (B) further includes storing the information in a database. 

44 28. ( Currently Amended) The at least one computer-readable medium according to claim 44 25, 
wherein the act (C) further comprises identifying the first component of information based upon a 
mapping between components of the received information and components expected by the first and 
second provider systems. 
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4£ 29. (Currently Amended) The at least one computer-readable medium according to claim 44 25, 
wherein the first component of information comprises a plurality of data fields provided by the user 
device. 

46 30. (Currently amended) The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 44 25, wherein 
the system further comprises a third provider system, the act (O further comprises identifying 
components of information usable by the first provider system or by the third provider system in 
performing a transaction, the act (D) further comprises determining which of the components of 
information usable by the first provider system and which of the components of information usable 
by the third provider systems are related, the act (E) further comprises, upon determining in the act 
(D) that components of information usable by the first provider system or the third provider systems 
are related, grouping the related components of information into checkout objects, the act (F) further 
comprises evaluating the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects which should 
be transmitted to only the first provider system, a fourth set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to only the third provider system, and a fifth set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to both the first provider system and the third provider system, and the act (G) further 
comprises transmitting the first set of checkout objects to the first provider system, the fourth set of 
checkout objects to the third provider system, and the fifth set of checkout objects to the first 
provider system and the third provider system, th e information provid e d by the us e r devic e further 
comprises a s e cond compon e nt of information which is useful for a transaction with the first and 
third provid e r syst e ms, th e act (C) further compris e s id e ntifying th e second component of 
information from among th e information provided by th e user device, and the act (D) furth e r 
comprises providing th e s e cond component of information to th e first and third provid e r systems. 

42 3L (Currently Amended) The at least one computer-readable medium of claim 44 25, wherein 
the act (B) further comprises storing a plurality of attributes for each of the first components of 
information, the plurality of attributes including first and second attributes, the first attribute 
defining a format for providing th e first components of information to the first provider system, the 
second attribute defining a format for providing the fifst components of information to the second 
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provider system, and wherein the act (D) (G) further comprises providing transmitting the first 
components of information to the first provider system as defined by the first attribute and to the 
second provider system as defined by the second attribute. 

±& 32. (Currently Amended) The information distribution system of claim 1, wherein the system 
further comprises a third provider system, and wherein the information manager is further op erable 
to: 

identify components of information usable bv the first provider system or by the third 
provider system in performing a transaction: 

determine wh ich of the components of information usable bv the first provider system and 
which of the components of information usable by the third provider systems are related: 

upon determining that components of information usable by the first provider system or the 
third provider systems are related, group the related components of information into checkout 
objects: 

compare the checkout objects to determine a first set of checkout objects which should be 
transmitted to only the first provider system, a fourth set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to only the third provider system, and a fifth set of checkout objects that should be 
transmitted to both the first provider system and the third provider system: and 

transmit the first set of checkout objects to the first provider system, the fourth set of 
checkout o bjects to the third provider system, and the fifth set of checkout objects to the first 
provider system and t h e third provider system, the information provided by tho. nmr HmnVn farther 
comprises a s e cond componont of information which is us e ful for a transaction with the first and 
third provid e r systems, and the information manager is further operable to identify the second 
component of information from among the information provided by the user d e vice and provide the 
s e cond component of information to the first and third provid e r systems. 

49 33. (Currently Amended) The information distribution system of claim 1, wherein the database 
stores a plurality of attributes for each of the first components of information, the plurality of 
attributes including first and second attributes, the first attribute defining a format for providing the 
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first components of information to the first provider system, the second attribute defining a format 
for providing th e first components of information to the second provider system, and wherein the 
information manager is further operable to provide transmit the first components of information to 
the first provider system as defined by the first attribute and to the second provider system as 
defined by the second attribute. 

20 34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the system further comprises a third 
provider system, the act (C) further comprises identifying components of information usable by the 
first provider system or by the third provider system in performing a transaction, the act (D) further 
comprises determining which of the components of information usable bv the first provider system 
and which of the components of information usable by the third provider systems are related, the act 
(E) further comprises, upon determining in the act CD) that components of information usable bv the 
first provi der system or the third provider systems are related, grouping the related components of 
informatio n into checkout objects, the act (F) further comprises comparing the checkout objects to 
determine a first set of checkout objects which should be transmitted to only the first provider 
system, a fourth set of checkout objects that should be transmitted to only the third provider system, 
and a fifth set of checkout objects that should be transmitted to both the first provider system and 
the third p rovider system, and the act (G) further comprises transmitting the first set of checkout 
objects to the first provider system, the fourth set of checkout objects to the third provider system, 
and the fifth set of checkout objects to the first provider system and the third provider system, the 
information provided by th e user device furth e r comprises a second compon e nt of information 
which is useful for a transaction with th e first and third provid e r systems, the act (C) further 
comprises id e ntifying the second component of information from among the information provided 
by th e user d e vice, and th e act (D) further comprises providing th e second compon e nt of 
information to th e first and third provid e r syst e ms ? 

24- 35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the act (B) further comprises storing a 
plurality of attributes for each of the first components of information, the plurality of attributes 
includes first and second attributes, the first attribute defines a format for providing the first 
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components of information to the first provider system, the second attribute defines a format for 
providing tho first components of information to the second provider system, and wherein the act 
(B) (G) further comprises providing transmitting the first components of information to the first 
provider system as defined by the first attribute and to the second provider system as defined by the 
second attribute. 
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